Wetumpka's Adullam House gets donation from Kilby inmates
Prison ministry benefits from generosity of state prisoners; Honor Flight also gets a cut
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Inmates at Kilby Correctional Facility in Mt. Meigs continued last week to provide finan­cial assistance, for the second straight year, to their female counterparts.
The state inmates gave amounts ranging from 3 cents to $25, a total of $586.68, to benefit Adullam House, the Wetumpka-based organization that pro­vides a home for the children of inmates housed at Julia Tutwil­er Prison for Women.
Kilby's inmate population actually collected $1,776 and split it between Adullam House, the American Red Cross and the River Region Honor Flight proj­ect. The funds were turned over to the respective charities dur­ing a ceremony held last Wednesday at the prison chapel.
Inmate Ed Flynn served as master of ceremonies for the event, which included musical renditions of the National An­them and the gospel standard "Amazing Grace." Flynn said he and his peers first learned about the Wetumpka charity last Christmas and were immediate­ly impressed with the organiza­tion's mission.
The group's name was de­rived from the Biblical story told in I Samuel, which told of a cave by the name Adullam, into which David sought refuge from his enemies and eventually reorganized his army.
Pete Spackman, founder of Adullam House and co-director with his wife Angela, said he was as taken aback this year as he was last year by the presenta­tion, which also included quilts sewn by inmate Dallas Simmons for each of the children presently cared for by the organization.
"I am overwhelmed with the generosity of these men," said Spackman, who has been in­volved in various prison ministries around the world and who has been in the United States for 22 years. "There is only one place this could happen, America. We wouldn't be able to help with the children and teach them, were it not for gifts like this."
Flynn and seven other Kilby inmates -- Bill Flagel, Frank Gooden, Demetrius Trimble, Nathan Teague, Fred Hampton, Anthony Johnson and Benny Gill -- were responsible for so­liciting and collecting the amounts given by each prisoner.
The eight went from dorm to dorm, cajoling their peers for whatever amounts each could spare.

"We just wanted to do what we could to help these organizations," Flynn said. "Some inmates could only give 3 cents; one managed to come up with $75, $25 for each group. Everyone did what he could, and every one of them did without so that we could help others."

