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Selma - Training Director Wendy Williams announced today that the Alabama Department of Corrections Academy will hold the year’s third Academy Basic Training graduation on Thursday, October 30, 2008, at 10:30 a.m. Seventy-five Trainees will graduate, pushing the 2008 total to 257 graduates.

In 2007, 224 graduates completed the Academy, more than doubling the graduation rate of 2006. As a direct testament to the efforts in place for recruiting and hiring corrections officers, ADOC will now graduate more Trainees in 2008 than in any of the last ten years. “We can now breathe a big sigh of relief that all Trainees assigned to Class 2008-03 have successfully met the necessary academic requirements and are ready to graduate,” Williams said. “Our success is a combination of recruiting efforts, DOC personnel and their processing of applicants, and obviously my Academy staff who have done an outstanding job in instructing and mentoring our Trainees.”

For the first time during Williams tenure as Training Director, ADOC has graduated more than 80% of the Trainees who started the Academy. Class 2008-03 started with 93 members and will graduate 75 for 80.6%.

“This is wonderful! But considering we are down more than 562 officers, I wish we could graduate more,” said James DeLoach, ADOC Associate Commissioner of Operations. “This is a sharp class, not just numbers, but quality numbers. It’s a team effort and the Academy staff does a good job helping them through. Our graduation rate is climbing and we need the officers in our facilities.”

As defined in the May 2006 ADOC Action Plan, recruiting and retention, especially at the Correctional Officer level, is one of the Department’s highest priorities. ADOC has since implemented an aggressive recruiting campaign, to include partnerships with the Alabama National Guard, Alabama Career Centers, and the Army’s Partnership for Youth Services, as well as television, radio, internet, billboard, and various other forms of media advertising.

ADOC has more than 2,700 security personnel, with more than 1,000 non-uniformed support personnel, managing an in-house population of more than 24,900 inmates. Our current officer to inmate ratio is approximately 1:10, one of the ten highest ratios in the nation. Basic Training classes in 2009 are tentatively scheduled to begin on January 25, May 17, and August 30. 

Warden III Leeposey Daniels of Draper Correctional Facility will be the commencement speaker. Please join us at 10:30 a.m., Thursday, October 30, at the Carl C. Morgan Convention Center. (Take US Hwy 80 West to Selma. After crossing the Edmund Pettus Bridge, turn right onto Selma Avenue. Turn left onto Washington Street. The Convention Center will be on the left at 211 Washington Street.)

The Department of Corrections welcomes your attendance. 

